Dimensional stability and reproduction of surface detail of tissue conditioning materials.
Four commercial tissue conditioners have been assessed in terms of their dimensional stability and ability to reproduce surface detail according to ADA specification #19 for impression materials. Results have been compared with those of a number of elastomeric impression materials. The tissue conditioners performed adequately and as such could be used as impression materials within 24 hours of their application. While they did not compare well with the elastomeric impression materials they comply with the limitations of the ADA specifications. It is suggested that standards specific to these materials should be developed.